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Similes

Similes compare two unlike things using words of comparison such as

LIKE


AS

THAN


RESEMBLES

Steps to Identify Similes:

1. Read the text.
2. Look for two unlike things that are being compared and underline them.

3. Look for words of comparison, and circle them.
4. Identify the entire simile phrase and put parentheses () around it.
5. Explain the meaning:  “This simile compares _____ to _____, and shows that ______.
Directions:  Follow the steps above to identify the simile in each sentence.

1. Mary frowned and said, “I believe that taking drugs is like playing with fire.”

This simile compares drugs to fire, and shows that both are dangerous and can hurt or kill you.

2. I walked along the beach and listened to the ocean. My sadness was as unending as the waves.

3. Don’t tell Mother that her cookies taste like lumps of sand.

4. Jimmy waited impatiently for his older brother to calm down. “Bill, I think you are acting like a baby,” he said.

5. Karen was offended when I said that she was as flaky as a snowstorm.

Metaphors

Metaphors are comparisons that show how two things that are not alike in most ways are alike in one important way.  Metaphors directly state that one thing is something else.  Metaphors are a way to describe something.  Authors use them to make their writing more interesting and fun.  
Steps to Identify Metaphors:

1. Read the text.

2. Look for two unlike things that are being compared, and underline them.

3. Look for the word that directly states that one thing is or was something else, and circle it.
4. Choose the correct meaning.
1. Cindy was such a mule. We couldn’t get her to change her mind.  The metaphor compares _____ to a _____ and shows that she was____.
a. always eating oats

b. able to do hard work

c. raised on a farm

d. very stubborn

2. The poor rat didn’t have a chance. Our old cat, a bolt of lightning, caught his prey.  The _____ was compared to a _____ and shows that he was _____.

a. very fast

b. very bright

c. not fond of fleas

d. very old

3. His heart was made of stone.  The _____ was compared to _____ and shows that he _____.
a. Had a stone for a heart

b. Was mean, uncaring, and unkind

c. Always wore a sweater to keep warm

d. Like collecting rocks and stone.

4. Even a child could carry my dog, Dogface, around for hours. He is such a feather.  This metaphor implies that Dogface __________.

a. is not cute

b. looks like a bird

c. is not heavy

d. can fly

5. The desert was a hot frying pan.  This metaphor compares _____ to a _____ and shows that _____.

a. the desert is really hot

b. someone can cook eggs in the desert

c. is something you can use to cook food

d. the weather is always hot and never changes

Personification 

Personification is giving human qualities and characteristics to something that is not human.

Steps to Identifying Personification:
1. Read the text.

2. Look for a non-human object that is given human characteristics and underline it.

3. Look for verbs that show a human action, and circle them.
4. Explain the meaning.  “This personification shows that __________.”
Directions:  Follow the steps above to identify the personification in each sentence.
1. The wind sang her mournful song through the falling leaves.
This personification shows that the wind blew off the last few dead leaves from a tree, fall is almost over, and a gloomy winter is about to start.

2. The microwave timer told me it was time to turn my TV dinner.

3. The video camera observed the whole scene.

4. The strawberries seemed to sing, "Eat me first!"

5. The daffodils nodded their yellow heads at the walkers.

6. The water called invitingly to the hot swimmers.

7. The snow whispered as it fell to the ground during the early morning hours.

8. The dishes danced on the shelves during the earthquake.
9. The car engine coughed and sputtered when it started during the blizzard.

Hyperbole
Hyperbole uses exaggerations that are so dramatic that no one would believe the statement to be true.  Writers use it to make their writing more interesting, fun, or to create an emotional response.  It is not meant to be taken literally.

Steps to Identify Hyperbole:

1. Read the text.

2. Look for a statement that uses exaggeration, and underline it.
3. Identify the hyperbole.

4. Explain the meaning.  “This hyperbole means _________.”

Directions:  Follow the steps above to identify the hyperbole in each sentence.

1. My mom looks down at the mother giraffe at the zoo.

This hyperbole means that my mother is very tall.

2. My backpack weighs a ton.

3. I am older than dirt.

4. It seems like it has been a hundred years since I have eaten.  I could eat a horse!

5. We live in a small town.  If you blink, you will miss seeing it.
6. They have tons of money.
7. My teacher taught cavemen how to build a fire.

8. When my little brother spit in the snow, his spittle froze before it even reached the ground.http://volweb.utk.edu/Schools/bedford/harrisms/lesson7.htm 
