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Jane Schaffer Writing Terms

	Terms
	Description
	Characteristics

	Topic Sentence (TS)


	· The first sentence of the paragraph

· The subject (topic) of the paragraph


	Mention title of passage and main idea of what your paragraph will be about

	Concrete Details (CD)
	· facts (actual words) from the story or article

· Paraphrase something from the passage

· Quotation from the passage

· CDs support the TS

· On the surface
	The “what”, facts, examples, evidence, support, plot references, paraphrases, citations, quotations, plot summary, what really happens/happened in the story, play-by-play announcer

	Commentary Sentences(CM)

	· Your interpretation of the CDs (think critically)
· Words with feelings that you can describe to the reader

· CMs evaluate the CDs to support the TS

· Under the surface
	The “so what?”, the “why?”, the “spin”, analysis (perhaps, it seems, it is very likely, maybe, probably), interpretation, evaluation, a character’s feelings, opinion, inference, insight, significance, reasons, how does/did ___ feel on the inside?, why did ___ do that?

	Concluding Sentence (CS)

	· The last sentence of the paragraph
	CS reinforces the TS with a final thought from you to further support or emphasize the TS


